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1 Corinthians 15:1-25 Now I make known to you, brethren [believers], the gospel which I preached to you [in the past], which also you received [by faith], in which also you stand,  2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.  3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins [for - huper - as a substitute for] according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,  5 and that He appeared [physically] to Cephas [Peter], then to the twelve.  6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; 7 then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles;  8 and last of all, as it were to one untimely born, He appeared to me also [The resurrection of Christ is 1) tied to time-space history, and 2) open to investigation].  9 For I am the least of the apostles, who am not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain [kenos - futile]; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me.  11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach [the gospel] and so you believed [the gospel].  12 Now if [1st class condition] Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?  13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead [as some claim], not even Christ has been raised; 14 and if Christ has not been raised [which is contrary to what Scripture and history teaches], then our preaching is vain [worthless], your faith also is vain [worthless].  15 Moreover we are even found to be false witnesses of God, because we witnessed against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised.  16 For if the dead are not raised [as some claim], not even Christ has been raised; 17 and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.  18 Then those also who have fallen asleep [died] in Christ have perished.  19 If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.  20 But now Christ has been raised from the dead [a biblical and historical fact], the first fruits of those who are asleep [who also will be raised].  21 For since by a man [Adam] came [physical] death, by a man [Jesus] also came the [physical] resurrection of the dead.  22 For as in Adam all die [physically], so also in Christ all shall be made alive [physically – by resurrection].  23 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming,  24 then comes the end, when He delivers up the [millennial] kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power.  25 For He must reign [for a thousand years – rev. 20:1-10] until He has put all His enemies under His feet.

The Number and Order of the Resurrections

1. The resurrection of Jesus (Matt. 28:1-7; Mark 16:1-11; Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1-18; 1 Cor. 15:3-4; Rev. 1:5).

2. Unidentified Old Testament saints were resurrected after Christ’s resurrection (Matt. 27:50-53).  There is some question as to whether these people were resurrected (to live forever and translated into heaven) or resuscitated (brought back to life and died again).

3. The resurrection of the church at the Rapture (1 Cor. 15:51–53; 1 Thess. 4:14–17).

4. The two witnesses who are killed and resurrected during the tribulation (Rev. 11:8-11).

5. The Tribulation saints (Rev. 20:4-6).

6. Old Testament saints at the Second Coming after the Tribulation (Isa. 26:19; Ezek. 37:13-14; Dan 12:1-2, 13).

7. The resurrection of all unbelievers at the end of the Millennium who stand before the Great White Throne before being thrown into the Lake of Fire (Rev. 20:11-15).  Those who are part of the second resurrection partake of the second death (Rev. 20:14).

The “the first resurrection” occurs in six stages starting with Christ, and involves only believers who will live with Christ during His millennial reign and for all eternity (Rev. 20:5-6).  The final resurrection is for unbelievers only who will be thrown into the Lake of Fire, which will occur after the millennial reign of Christ.  
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