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A husband and wife who are right with God will also be right with each other.  Where God’s love rules in the hearts of His married children, there’s a sacrificial heart that is willing to give to meet the needs of the other (1 Cor. 13:4-8a; Phil. 2:3-8; 1 Pet. 3:7-9).  
To the Husband:

The husband’s love toward his wife is to be modeled on Christ’s love for the church.  Knowing Christ as Savior and knowing how He loves the church must serve as the foundation and motivation for all he does for his wife.  The husband should:
1. Be willing to lay down his life in self-sacrifice for the wellbeing of his wife (like Christ did for the church; Mark 10:45).
2. Speak the truth in love (like Christ does for the church; John 14:6; cf. Eph. 4:15).
3. Be ready to forgive (like Christ does for the church; Eph. 4:32).
4. Protect his wife (like Christ does for the church; 1 Tim. 5:8).
a. Spiritually from false teaching.

b. Physically from attackers (including self).

c. Emotionally from gossipers and slanderers.

d. Reputation from those who would question her integrity.

5. Provide for his wife (like Christ does for the church; 1 Tim. 5:8).
a. Spiritual guidance.

b. Emotional edification. 
c. Financial support.

6. Advocate for his wife (like Christ does for the church; 1 Jo. 2:1).
7. Be gracious toward his wife, overlooking her faults and treating her better than she deserves (like Christ does for the church; 2 Cor. 8:1, 9; Eph. 2:8-9).
8. Be patient toward his wife, giving her room to grow in the Lord (like Christ does for the church; 2 Pet. 3:9).
9. Love his wife in all things (like Christ does for the church; 1 Cor. 13:4-8a).
10. Humble himself to meet her spiritual needs (like Christ did/does for the church; John 13:1-17; Phil. 2:3-8).
a. Humility is the basis for service to others; whereas arrogance demands to be served.  Jesus came not to be served, but to serve others (Mark 10:45).
b. Humility is placing the needs of others above self (Phil. 2:3; Gal. 5:13).  

c. The closer the husband draws to God the more he will be like Christ, and his humble service to others will increase (John 13:1-17). 

d. Humble self-sacrifice is modeled on Jesus’ attitude and actions toward others (Phil. 2:3-8). 
To the Wife:

The wife should respond to her husband’s love by showing respect and appreciation toward his efforts to build her up and provide for her (Eph. 5:22-23).  She should be willing to follow her husband as he leads her into God’s will and to encourage the development of his relationship with the Lord (1 Pet. 3:1-6).  The wife should support her husband by:

1. Submitting to his godly leadership (Eph. 5:22-23; Tit. 2:3-5; 1 Pet. 3:1-6).

2. Encouraging his walk with the Lord, knowing that he will become a better man, and will manifest the qualities of Christ in their marriage.  
3. Praying for him always that he will glorify God in wisdom, seeking the Lord’s will above his own.  

4. Respecting him in all things.  She accomplishes this by:

a. Speaking well of him in front of others, rather than tearing him down (Tit. 3:11).

b. Modeling an honorable life that is marked by good works (1 Tim. 2:9-10).

c. Being selfless in her efforts to serve him in grace (Phil. 2:3-4; 1 Pet. 3:1-2).
d. Developing a “gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God” (1 Pet. 3:4).
To Christian Friends:
As brothers and sisters in Christ, it is our duty to:

1. Accept them (Rom. 15:7).

2. Care for them (1 Cor. 12:25).

3. Be kind to them (Eph. 4:32; cf. 1 Pet. 4:9).

4. Regard them as more important than ourselves (Phil. 2:3-5).

5. Pray for them (Jas. 5:16).

6. Be devoted to them (Rom. 12:10).

7. Love them (Rom. 13:8).

8. Encourage them in their spiritual walk (1 Thess. 5:19).

9. Build them up in their spiritual walk (Rom. 14:19; cf. 1 Thess. 5:19).

10. Serve them in love (Gal. 5:13; cf. 1 Pet. 5:10).

11. Model Christ to them (Phil. 2:3-8).

