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Genesis 30:25-43 25 Now it came about when Rachel had borne Joseph [and 14 years had passed since Jacob first arrived], that Jacob said to Laban, “Send me away, that I may go to my own place and to my own country.  26 “Give me my wives and my children for whom I have served you, and let me depart; for you yourself know my service which I have rendered you [Jacob is now 91, with 11 sons and 1 daughter].”  27 But Laban said to him, “If now it pleases you, stay with me; I have divined [vx;n" nachash – to practice divination, to observe signs] that the LORD has blessed me on your account [“I will bless those who bless you” Gen. 12:3; 2 Thess. 1:6].”  28 And he continued, “Name me your wages, and I will give it [Laban does not want to lose his source of blessing].”  29 But he said to him, “You yourself know how I have served you and how your cattle have fared with me.  30 “For you had little before I came, and it has increased to a multitude; and the LORD has blessed you [a pagan] wherever I turned [blessing by association]. But now, when shall I provide for my own household also [Jacob was glad to help Laban for a time, but had a responsibility to care for his own house]?”  31 So he said, “What shall I give you?” And Jacob said, “You shall not give me anything. If you will do this one thing for me, I will again pasture and keep your flock [Jacob has a plan in mind]:  32 let me pass through your entire flock today, removing from there every speckled and spotted sheep, and every black one among the lambs [offspring], and the spotted and speckled among the goats; and such shall be my wages [Jacob asked for the off-colored sheep and goats in the flock which comprised a very small portion].  33 “So my honesty will answer for me later, when you come concerning my wages. Every one that is not [hereafter born] speckled and spotted among the goats and black among the lambs, if found with me, will be considered stolen.”  34 And Laban said, “Good, let it be according to your word.”  35 So he [Laban] removed on that day the striped and spotted male goats and all the speckled and spotted female goats, every one with white in it, and all the black ones among the sheep, and gave them into the care of his sons [Laban’s sons kept control of Jacob’s flocks].  36 And he put a distance of three days’ journey between himself and Jacob, and Jacob fed the rest of Laban’s flocks.  37 Then Jacob took fresh rods of poplar and almond and plane trees, and peeled white stripes in them, exposing the white which was in the rods [a superstitious practice in his day].  38 And he set the rods which he had peeled in front of the flocks in the gutters, even in the watering troughs, where the flocks came to drink; and they mated when they came to drink.  39 So the flocks mated by the rods, and the flocks brought forth striped, speckled, and spotted [because of God’s sovereignty to bless, and not because of the superstitious practice].  40 And Jacob separated the lambs, and made the flocks face toward the striped and all the black in the flock of Laban; and he put his own herds apart, and did not put them with Laban’s flock.  41 Moreover, it came about whenever the stronger of the flock were mating, that Jacob would place the rods in the sight of the flock in the gutters, so that they might mate by the rods; 42 but when the flock was feeble, he did not put them in; so the feebler were Laban’s and the stronger Jacob’s [Jacob also practiced selective breeding].  43 So the man became exceedingly prosperous [by the sovereign hand of God; cf. Gen. 31:1-10], and had large flocks and female and male servants and camels and donkeys.

Summary of Genesis Chapter 30:25-43:
1. The Primary Message of the Passage is that God blessed Jacob as He said he would do according to His sovereign promise (Gen. 28:13-15).
2. After fourteen years of service to Laban for his two wives, Leah and Rachel, Jacob was ready to move back home and to make a living for himself because he was still poor (Gen. 30:30).
3. Laban, not wanting to lose what he regarded as the source of his blessing, offered Jacob a deal to keep him a around (Gen. 30:27-28).

4. Jacob agreed to stay with Laban, if Laban would give him the portion of the flock that consisted of the rare odd-colored lambs and goats (“speckled and spotted female goats…striped and spotted male goats…and all the black ones among the sheep”) (Gen. 30:35).  Laban agreed, and then separated those animals, giving them into the care of his sons.  
5. Jacob practiced selective breeding (Gen. 30:41-42), but also followed superstitious practices of his day, placing stripped tree limbs in front of the animals while they mated, believing that what they saw while mating would determine the coat of the offspring (Gen. 30:37-39).  This had no effect on the offspring, as it was only God’s sovereign hand that brought about Jacob’s blessing (Gen. 31:1-10).
6. The mixture of superstitious practices should have no place in the believer’s life (astrology, lucky charms, etc.), as he should look to God alone as the source of blessing.
