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Genesis 30:1-24 Now when Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no children, she became jealous of her sister [sin produces irrationality]; and she said to Jacob, “Give me children, or else I die [as though it’s Jacob’s fault].”  2 Then Jacob’s anger burned against Rachel, and he said, “Am I in the place of God, who has withheld from you the fruit of the womb [recognizing God’s sovereignty]?”  3 And she said, “Here is my maid Bilhah [the human solution; cf. Gen. 16:1-4], go in to her, that she may bear on my knees [as my substitute], that through her I too may have children.”  4 So she gave him her maid Bilhah as a wife, and Jacob went in to her.  5 And Bilhah conceived and bore Jacob a son.  6 Then Rachel said, “God has vindicated me, and has indeed heard my voice and has given me a son.” Therefore she named him Dan [Heb. !D' = judge].  7 And Rachel’s maid Bilhah conceived again and bore Jacob a second son.  8 So Rachel said, “With mighty wrestlings I have wrestled with my sister, and I have indeed prevailed.” And she named him Naphtali [Heb. yliT'p.n: = my wrestlings].  9 When Leah saw that she had stopped bearing, she took her maid Zilpah and gave her to Jacob as a wife [the competition intensifies].  10 And Leah’s maid Zilpah bore Jacob a son.  11 Then Leah said, “How fortunate!” So she named him Gad [Heb. dG" = with fortune].  12 And Leah’s maid Zilpah bore Jacob a second son.  13 Then Leah said, “Happy am I! For women will call me happy.” So she named him Asher [Heb. rvea' = with happiness].  14 Now in the days of wheat harvest Reuben [age 4 or 5] went and found mandrakes [a supposed aphrodisiac] in the field, and brought them to his mother Leah. Then Rachel said to Leah, “Please give me some of your son’s mandrakes [superstitiously believing they will help her have another son].”  15 But she said to her, “Is it a small matter for you to take my husband [most of the time]? And would you take my son’s mandrakes also?” So Rachel said, “Therefore he may lie with you tonight in return for your son’s mandrakes [mandrakes for sex].”  16 When Jacob came in from the field in the evening, then Leah went out to meet him and said, “You must come in to me, for I have surely hired you with my son’s mandrakes.” So he lay with her that night.  17 And God gave heed to Leah, and she conceived and bore Jacob a fifth son.  18 Then Leah said, “God has given me my wages, because I gave my maid to my husband.” So she named him Issachar [Heb. rk'XF'yI = to hire].  19 And Leah conceived again and bore a sixth son to Jacob.  20 Then Leah said, “God has endowed me with a good gift; now my husband will dwell with me, because I have borne him six sons [faulty thinking, for more children ≠ more love from spouse].” So she named him Zebulun [Heb. !WlWbz> = dwelling].  21 And afterward she bore a daughter and named her Dinah [Jacob had other daughters; cf. Gen. 37:35; 46:7, 15].  22 Then God remembered Rachel [showed her grace], and God gave heed to her and opened her womb.  23 So she conceived and bore a son and said, “God has taken away my reproach.”  24 And she named him Joseph [Heb. @seAy = may He increase], saying, “May the LORD give me another son.” 
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Summary of Genesis 30:1-24:

1. The Central Idea of the Passage is that God was faithful to bless Jacob with sons according to the covenant promise spoken at Bethel (Gen. 28:13-15).

2. Jacob was involved in a polygamous marriage that was marked by jealousy and rivalry among his wives.  Regarding polygamy:
a. God established one man for one woman (Gen. 2:24; 1 Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:6).
b. References to polygamy in the Bible are very few (15 from Solomon forward), and is therefore outside the norm of what men practiced.  What’s recorded is descriptive of what men did, not prescriptive of what God expected.  

c. Like other social practices, polygamy was regulated under the Mosaic Law for the average citizen (Exodus 21:7-11, Leviticus 18:18, 2 Samuel 12:7-8, Deuteronomy 21:15-17), but was completely forbidden to kings (Deut. 17:17; cf. 1 Ki. 11:3).
3. In spite of Jacob’s sin, God loved and prospered him because of the covenant promises to Abraham, blessing him with twelve sons who became the progenitors of the twelve tribes of Israel.  Regarding Jacob’s blessing:
a. God blessed Jacob because of the unconditional Abrahamic Covenant of which he was the direct recipient (Gen. 28:13-15; cf. Gen. 12:1-3; 13:16; 15:18; 17:8; 22:15-18).
b. The unconditional covenant rested entirely on the integrity and character of God; therefore, Jacob would be blessed whether he was good or bad.  
c. We notice in the life of Jacob that the unconditional Abrahamic Covenant operated concurrently with the law of volitional responsibility, so that Jacob was simultaneously blessed by God with sons and material prosperity, and also suffered by many of his own bad choices in life.  
d. We cannot destroy the unconditional promises and blessings of God in our lives (e.g. eternal life, John 10:28; cf. 2 Tim. 2:13); though we may bring temporary misery to ourselves and others during our lifetime due to bad choices (Gal. 6:7).









