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The Bible demonstrates repeatedly the principle that people reap what they sow. This truth has been called poetic justice, or irony. It is, furthermore, a form of divine retribution, a talionic justice in which there is a measure-for-measure turn of affairs, where the punishment fits the crime. Believers do not view such turns of affairs as mere coincidences; rather, believers recognize that God orders the affairs of human beings in order to remind them of their sins and to set things right. Genesis 29 provides us with an example of this divine ordering. The climax of the story comes with the deception of Jacob on his wedding night—the deceiver was deceived.
 

Genesis 29:1-35 Then Jacob went on his journey [continuing under God’s providential direction], and came to the land of the sons of the east.  2 And he looked, and saw a well in the field [perhaps the same well at which Abraham’s servant met Rebekah; cf. Gen. 24:11-33], and behold, three flocks of sheep were lying there beside it, for from that well they watered the flocks. Now the stone on the mouth of the well was large.  3 When all the flocks were gathered there, they would then roll the stone from the mouth of the well, and water the sheep, and put the stone back in its place on the mouth of the well [perhaps the well belonged to Laban].  4 And Jacob said to them, “My brothers [Jacob was a fellow shepherd], where are you from?” And they said, “We are from Haran [the city of Jacob’s destination].”  5 And he said to them, “Do you know Laban the son of Nahor [the person of Jacob’s destination]?” And they said, “We know him.”  6 And he said to them, “Is it well with him?” And they said, “It is well, and behold, Rachel his daughter is coming with the sheep [providential meeting].”  7 And he said, “Behold, it is still high day; it is not time for the livestock to be gathered. Water the sheep, and go, pasture them [Jacob wants them to go away].”  8 But they said, “We cannot, until all the flocks are gathered, and they roll the stone from the mouth of the well; then we water the sheep.”  9 While he was still speaking with them, Rachel came with her father’s sheep, for she was a shepherdess [a physically and mentally demanding work].  10 And it came about, when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother’s brother, and the sheep of Laban his mother’s brother, that Jacob went up, and rolled the stone from the mouth of the well, and watered the flock of Laban his mother’s brother.  11 Then Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted his voice and wept [out of joy that God had providentially brought him to Laban’s house; cf. Gen. 24:1-27].  12 And Jacob told Rachel that he was a relative of her father and that he was Rebekah’s son, and she ran and told her father.  13 So it came about, when Laban heard the news of Jacob his sister’s son, that he ran to meet him, and embraced him and kissed him, and brought him to his house [hospitality; cf. Gen. 24:28-31]. Then he related to Laban all these things [the providential direction of his life].  14 And Laban said to him, “Surely you are my bone and my flesh.” And he stayed with him a month.  15 Then Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my relative, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be [Laban seeks to contract with Jacob]?”  16 Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the older was Leah [Heb. ha'êle wild-cow], and the name of the younger was Rachel [Heb. lxe(r" ewe lamb].  17 And Leah’s eyes were weak [perhaps poor vision, or cross-eyed, but more likely dull-eyes], but Rachel was beautiful of form and face.  18 Now Jacob loved Rachel, so he said, “I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel [since Jacob had no dowry, he offered to work for her hand in marriage; cf. gen. 32:10].”  19 And Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to another man; stay with me.”  20 So Jacob served seven years for Rachel and they seemed to him but a few days because of his love for her.  21 Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife, for my time is completed, that I may go in to her.”  22 And Laban gathered all the men of the place, and made a feast [wedding feasts lasted a week].  23 Now it came about in the evening that he [deceptively] took his daughter Leah [who participated in the planned deception], and brought her to him [under the cover of a body-veil]; and Jacob went in to her [just as Isaac was deceived because he could not see Jacob, so Jacob was deceived because he could not see Leah].  24 Laban also gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah as a maid.  25 So it came about in the morning that, behold, it was Leah [Jacob had been deceived by Laban]! And he said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Was it not for Rachel that I served with you? Why then have you deceived me [Jacob here reaps what he’d previously sown]?”  26 But Laban said, “It is not the practice [custom] in our place, to marry off the younger before the first-born.  27 “Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also for the service which you shall serve with me for another seven years.”  28 And Jacob did so and completed her week, and he gave him his daughter Rachel as his wife [Jacob received Rachel after the seven day feast, and then agreed to work another seven years].  29 Laban also gave his maid Bilhah to his daughter Rachel as her maid.  30 So Jacob went in to Rachel also, and indeed he loved Rachel more than Leah, and he served with Laban for another seven years [later, the Mosaic law forbid marrying sisters, Lev. 18:18].  31 Now the LORD saw that Leah was unloved, and He opened her womb, but Rachel was barren [barrenness is a common theme in Scripture; cf. Gen. 11:30; 20:18; 29:31; 30:1-2; 22-24; 1 Sam. 1:1-6; 19-20].  32 And Leah conceived and bore a son and named him Reuben [Heb. !beWar> = Reuben = behold a son!], for she said, “Because the LORD has seen my affliction; surely now my husband will love me.”  33 Then she conceived again and bore a son and said, “Because the LORD has heard that I am unloved, He has therefore given me this son also.” So she named him Simeon [Heb. !A[m.vi - Shimon = hearing].  34 And she conceived again and bore a son and said, “Now this time my husband will become attached to me, because I have borne him three sons.” Therefore he was named Levi [Heb. ywIle - Levi = joined].  35 And she conceived again and bore a son and said, “This time I will praise the LORD.” Therefore she named him Judah [Heb. hd'Why> - Yehudah = praise]. Then she stopped bearing. 
Summary of Genesis Chapter 29:

1. The Primary Idea of the Passage is that Jacob (the deceiver) was deceived by his uncle Laban into marrying Leah before Rachael (Gen. 29:25).
2. Jacob was able to interpret God’s providential leading in his life by comparing God’s previous revelation to his current situation (Gen. 28:1-2; 10-15).  As a believer advances in his knowledge of God and His word, he will become more adept at interpreting God’s providential control of his life.

3. God led Jacob to reap from Laban what he had sown with his father Isaac (Gen. 29:1-30; cf. Gal. 6:7; Heb. 12:6-8).

4. Rebekah and Jacob had previously deceived Isaac by taking advantage of his blindness, and now Laban and Leah deceive Jacob in a similar manner.  Human sin does not thwart God’s sovereign control of history, though it may bring unnecessary suffering on the sinner.
5. God demonstrates His sovereign control of blessing, by opening Leah’s womb to bear children, who will become some of the progenitors of the twelve tribes of the nation Israel (Gen. 29:31-35).  “The two key institutions of Israel, priesthood (Levi) and royalty (Judah), came from an unplanned and unwanted marriage.”

Laban and Rebekah, brother and sister, both use their children to deceive in others.

	Rebekah & Jacob
	Laban & Leah

	Planned deception against Isaac
	Planned deception against Jacob

	Used animal skins to deceive
	Used a veil to deceive

	Isaac became aware of deception after blessing
	Jacob became aware of deception after wedding

	Jacob paid for sin by fleeing from angry brother
	Leah paid for sin by being loved less
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