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Genesis 27:46 And Rebekah said to Isaac, “I am tired of living because of the daughters of Heth; if Jacob takes a wife from the daughters of Heth, like these, from the daughters of the land, what good will my life be to me [Gen. 26:34-35]?” 
Genesis 28:1-22 So Isaac [age 137] called Jacob [age 77] and blessed him [as the divinely chosen heir] and charged him, and said to him, “You shall not take a wife from the daughters of Canaan [as Esau had done].  2 “Arise, go to Paddan-aram, to the house of Bethuel your mother’s father; and from there take to yourself a wife from the daughters of Laban your mother’s brother [450 miles away].  3 “And may God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful and multiply you, that you may become a company of peoples.  4 “May He also give you the blessing of Abraham, to you and to your descendants with you; that you may possess the land of your sojournings, which God gave to Abraham [God will give the Abrahamic blessings to Jacob; vss. 13-15].”  5 Then Isaac sent Jacob away, and he went to Paddan-aram to Laban, son of Bethuel the Aramean, the brother of Rebekah, the mother of Jacob and Esau.  6 Now Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him away to Paddan-aram, to take to himself a wife from there, and that when he blessed him he charged him, saying, “You shall not take a wife from the daughters of Canaan,” 7 and that Jacob had obeyed his father and his mother [unlike Esau] and had gone to Paddan-aram.  8 So Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan displeased his father Isaac; 9 and Esau went to Ishmael [his uncle], and married, besides the wives that he had, Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, the sister of Nebaioth.  10 Then Jacob departed from Beersheba and went toward Haran [450 miles away, see map].  11 And he [providentially] came to a certain place and spent the night there [Bethel, about 50 miles away], because the sun had set; and he took one of the stones of the place and put it under [or near] his head, and lay down in that place.  12 And he had a dream [divine revelation], and behold, a ladder [perhaps a staircase] was set on the earth with its top reaching to heaven; and behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it [executing the will of God on the earth].  13 And behold, the LORD [hwhy, Heb. Yahweh] stood above it and said [a theophany], “I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac; the land [land] on which you lie, I will give it to you and to your descendants [seed].  14 “Your descendants shall also be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread out to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and in you and in your descendants shall all the families of the earth be blessed [blessing; Gen. 12:3; 13:16; 15:18; 17:8].  15 “And behold, I am with you, and will keep [rm;v’ Heb. shamar – to keep, guard, preserve, protect; cf. Gen. 2:15] you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you [God is faithful to His word to finish what He starts].”  16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I did not know it.”  17 And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”  18 So Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up as a pillar [a marker designating a special area], and poured oil on its top.  19 And he called the name of that place Bethel [Heb. house of God]; however, previously the name of the city had been Luz.  20 Then Jacob made a vow [dedicating himself to God], saying, “If [since] God will be with me and will keep me on this journey that I take, and will give me food to eat and garments to wear [content with basics], 21 and I return to my father’s house in safety, then the LORD will be my God.  22 “And this stone, which I have set up as a pillar, will be God’s house; and of all that Thou dost give me I will surely give a tenth to Thee [a concrete expression of devotion].”
Summary of Genesis chapter 28:

1. The Central Idea of the Passage is that God is faithful to keep His promise to Abraham, Isaac, and now Jacob, regarding property, descendants, and Gentile blessing (Gen. 28:13-15; cf. Gen. 12:1-3; 13:16; 15:18; 17:8; 22:15-18).
2. Jacob was alone, maybe for the first time in his life, and his flight from harm perhaps made him wonder if the “blessing” was actually his, since he was fleeing for his life.  God’s visit brought great comfort, and assured Jacob that God had actually chosen him to be the heir (Gen. 28:13-14).  
3. God offered personal assurance that He would be with Jacob and protect him wherever he went (Gen. 28:15).  God’s promise to Jacob did not mean the absence of conflict, but protection and good as the outcome.  Jacob was free to go where he wanted, and God was sovereign to protect and direct his life as necessary to ensure the covenant promise.  

4. Jacob had to live by faith in the promise, for God did not speak to him for another twenty years, and that was to call him back to the land of his birth (Gen. 31:3; 11-13).
5. In the Gospel of John, Jesus spoke of Jacob’s ladder when addressing and calling Nathanael, referring to it as a symbolic object that pointed to Him as the only way to heaven (John 1:43-51; cf. 14:6).
