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Genesis 27:1-46 Now it came about, when Isaac was old [age 137; d. 180], and his eyes were too dim to see, that he called his older son Esau and said to him [age 77], “My son.” And he said to him, “Here I am.”  2 And Isaac said, “Behold now, I am old and I do not know the day of my death.  3 “Now then, please take your gear, your quiver and your bow, and go out to the field and hunt game for me; 4 and prepare a savory dish for me such as I love, and bring it to me that I may eat, so that my soul may bless you before I die [By divine decree, and purchase of the birthright, the blessing belonged to Jacob; cf. Gen. 25:23, 33].”  5 And Rebekah was listening while Isaac spoke to his son Esau. So when Esau went to the field to hunt for game to bring home [Esau sought to steal back what he had previously sold to Jacob], 6 Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “Behold, I heard your father speak to your brother Esau, saying, 7 ‘Bring me some game and prepare a savory dish for me, that I may eat, and bless you in the presence of the LORD before my death.’  8 “Now therefore, my son, listen to me as I command you.  9 “Go now to the flock and bring me two choice kids from there, that I may prepare them as a savory dish for your father, such as he loves.  10 “Then you shall bring it to your father, that he may eat, so that he may bless you before his death [a plan to deceive in order to obtain God’s promised blessing].”  11 And Jacob answered his mother Rebekah, “Behold, Esau my brother is a hairy man and I am a smooth man.  12 “Perhaps my father will feel me, then I shall be as a deceiver in his sight; and I shall bring upon myself a curse and not a blessing [Jacob questions his mother, not because he’s moral, but because he’s afraid of being caught].”  13 But his mother said to him, “Your curse be on me, my son; only obey my voice, and go, get them for me.”  14 So he went and got them, and brought them to his mother [together they conspired to deceive Isaac]; and his mother made savory food such as his father loved.  15 Then Rebekah took the best garments of Esau her elder son, which were with her in the house, and put them on Jacob her younger son.  16 And she put the skins of the kids on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck.  17 She also gave the savory food and the bread, which she had made, to her son Jacob.  18 Then he came to his father and said, “My father.” And he said, “Here I am. Who are you, my son [suspicion]?”  19 And Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your first-born; I have done as you told me [lie #1]. Get up, please, sit and eat of my game, that you may bless me.”  20 And Isaac said to his son, “How is it that you have it so quickly, my son [suspicion]?” And he said, “Because the LORD your God caused it to happen to me [lie #2].”  21 Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Please come close, that I may feel you, my son, whether you are really my son Esau or not [suspicion].”  22 So Jacob came close to Isaac his father, and he felt him and said, “The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the hands of Esau.”  23 And he did not recognize him, because his hands were hairy like his brother Esau’s hands; so he blessed him.  24 And he said, “Are you really my son Esau [suspicion]?” And he said, “I am [repetition of first lie].”  25 So he said, “Bring it to me, and I will eat of my son’s game, that I may bless you.” And he brought it to him, and he ate; he also brought him wine and he drank.  26 Then his father Isaac said to him, “Please come close and kiss me, my son [suspicion].”  27 So he came close and kissed him; and when he smelled the smell of his garments, he blessed him and said, “See, the smell of my son Is like the smell of a field which the LORD has blessed;  28 Now may God give you of the dew of heaven, And of the fatness of the earth, And an abundance of grain and new wine [material blessing];  29 May peoples serve you, And nations bow down to you [military blessing]; Be master of your brothers, And may your mother’s sons bow down to you. Cursed be those who curse you, And blessed be those who bless you [reiteration of Abrahamic blessing].”  30 Now it came about, as soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, and Jacob had hardly gone out from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came in from his hunting.  31 Then he also made savory food, and brought it to his father; and he said to his father, “Let my father arise, and eat of his son’s game, that you may bless me.”  32 And Isaac his father said to him, “Who are you?” And he said, “I am your son, your first-born, Esau.”  33 Then Isaac trembled violently [in fear, recognizing God’s will contrary to his sinful intentions], and said, “Who was he then that hunted game and brought it to me, so that I ate of all of it before you came, and blessed him? Yes, and he shall be blessed [because God’s will is always accomplished, in spite of sinful men].”  34 When Esau heard the words of his father, he cried out with an exceedingly great and bitter cry, and said to his father, “Bless me, even me also, O my father!”  35 And he said, “Your brother came deceitfully [true], and has taken away your blessing [false, because the birthright had been sold; cf. Gen. 25:33].”  36 Then he said, “Is he not rightly named Jacob, for he has supplanted [overtaken] me these two times? He took away my birthright [false, because Esau sold it], and behold, now he has taken away my blessing [false, because the blessing belonged to the one with the birthright].” And he said, “Have you not reserved a blessing for me?”  37 But Isaac answered and said to Esau, “Behold, I have made him your master, and all his relatives I have given to him as servants; and with grain and new wine I have sustained him [all Isaac’s wealth was given to Jacob]. Now as for you then, what can I do, my son [the oral blessing was binding and permanent]?”  38 And Esau said to his father, “Do you have only one blessing, my father? Bless me, even me also, O my father.” So Esau lifted his voice and wept.  39 Then Isaac his father answered and said to him, “Behold, away from the fertility of the earth shall be your dwelling, And away from the dew of heaven from above [Esau was to live away from Jacob and his blessing].  40 “And by your sword you shall live [probably as a marauder], And your brother you shall serve [the Edomites were subdued by Saul and later David; 1 Sam. 14:47; 2 Sam. 8:14]; But it shall come about when you become restless, That you shall break his yoke from your neck.”  41 So Esau bore a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing with which his father had blessed him; and Esau said to himself, “The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob [Esau’s true nature is revealed].”  42 Now when the words of her elder son Esau were reported to Rebekah, she sent and called her younger son Jacob, and said to him, “Behold your brother Esau is consoling himself concerning you, by planning to kill you.  43“Now therefore, my son, obey my voice, and arise, flee to Haran, to my brother Laban!  44 “And stay with him a few days, until your brother’s fury subsides, 45 until your brother’s anger against you subsides, and he forgets what you did to him [time heals wounds]. Then I shall send and get you from there. Why should I be bereaved of you both in one day?”  46 And Rebekah said to Isaac, “I am tired of living because of the daughters of Heth; if Jacob takes a wife from the daughters of Heth, like these, from the daughters of the land, what good will my life be to me [A reason to get Jacob away from the home]?”
Summary of Genesis Chapter 27:
1. The Primary Idea of the Text is that Jacob was blessed as the rightful heir of Isaac (Gen. 27:33).
2. Isaac sinned by trying to give to Esau the family blessing, which by decree belonged to Jacob before he was born (Gen. 25:23).  Esau sinned by trying to claim what he had legitimately sold to his brother for a bowl of soup (Gen. 25:33).  Rebekah sinned by resorting to deception and not trusting God to fulfill His decree to Jacob (Gen. 25:23; cf. Gen. 27:5-17).  Jacob sinned by practicing deception in order to claim the blessing that was his by divine decree and legitimate purchase (Gen. 25:23, 33; cf. Gen 27:18-29).
3. The consequences of their sin resulted in hatred and a fragmented home; for Esau would seek to kill his brother (Gen. 27:41), and Rebekah would never see her son Jacob again as he fled for his life to Haran (Gen. 27:43).  What God had promised to Jacob He could have accomplished (Gen. 25:23; cf. Rom. 4:20-21); yet, Jacob (being weak in faith) resorted to sinful means to bring about God’s plan.  
4. Jacob received the blessing promised him from God, in spite of the use of deception and lies to obtain it.  God is never the author of sin, and He cannot condone it in any way; however, God’s plans and promises cannot be undone by mankind’s sin, and at times God uses sinful men to bring about His will (Acts 2:22-23; ). 
