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Introduction:
1. Genesis chapter 23 records the death of Sarah and the purchase of a piece of land in Machpelah that contained the cave in which she was buried.  It was perhaps becoming apparent to Abraham that the land of promise might not be his in his lifetime, and he would have to trust God to keep His Word—as he had done before with the promise of a son to him by Sarah.  
2. Though struck with grief over the death of his wife, Abraham had to carry on with the normal affairs of life, and demonstrated his humility and intellectual ability to interact with the present owners of the land.  
Genesis 23:1-20 Now Sarah lived one hundred and twenty-seven years; these were the years of the life of Sarah [Abraham 137, and Isaac 37].  2 And Sarah died in Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan [the land promised to Abraham; Gen. 12:1; 13:14-17; 15:7, 18; 17:8]; and Abraham went in to mourn [dp;s' – saphad – to wail, lament] for Sarah and to weep for her.  3 Then Abraham rose from before his dead, and spoke to the sons of Heth, saying, 4 “I am a stranger and a sojourner among you; give me a burial site among you, that I may bury my dead [mentioned 8 times in this chapter, signifying the Central Idea of the Text] out of my sight.”  5 And the sons of Heth answered Abraham, saying to him, 6 “Hear us, my lord, you are a mighty prince among us; bury your dead in the choicest of our graves; none of us will refuse you his grave for burying your dead.”  7 So Abraham rose and bowed to the people of the land, the sons of Heth [a humble show of respect].  8 And he spoke with them, saying, “If it is your wish for me to bury my dead out of my sight, hear me, and approach Ephron the son of Zohar for me, 9 that he may give me the cave of Machpelah which he owns, which is at the end of his field; for the full price let him give it to me in your presence for a burial site [Abraham was not wanting to haggle over cave of Machpelah, though negotiating a price was the normal practice in that culture].”  10 Now Ephron was sitting among the sons of Heth [a sign of his prominence]; and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the hearing of the sons of Heth; even of all who went in at the gate of his city, saying, 11 “No, my lord, hear me; I give you the field, and I give you the cave that is in it. In the presence of the sons of my people I give it to you; bury your dead [following the social custom of negotiation].”  12 And Abraham bowed before the people of the land [another humble show of respect].  13 And he spoke to Ephron in the hearing of the people of the land, saying, “If you will only please listen to me; I will give the price of the field, accept it from me, that I may bury my dead there.”  14 Then Ephron answered Abraham, saying to him, 15 “My lord, listen to me; a piece of land worth four hundred shekels of silver [ten times what the field was worth], what is that between me and you? So bury your dead.”  16 And Abraham listened to Ephron [did not wrangle over the price]; and Abraham weighed out for Ephron the silver which he had named in the hearing of the sons of Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, commercial standard.  17 So Ephron’s field, which was in Machpelah, which faced Mamre, the field and cave which was in it, and all the trees which were in the field, that were within all the confines of its border, were deeded over 18 to Abraham for a possession in the presence of the sons of Heth, before all who went in at the gate of his city.  19 And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field at Machpelah facing Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan.  20 So the field, and the cave that is in it, were deeded over to Abraham for a burial site by the sons of Heth.
Summary of Genesis chapter 23:

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Sarah died and Abraham grieved her passing and buried her in the land of Canaan (Gen. 23:19).
2. Sarah was considered blessed of the Lord and a model of faith for others (Isa. 51:1-2; 1 Pet. 3:5-6).
3. Though struck with great grief over the death of his wife, Abraham mustered enough mental acuity to carefully follow the social customs of the land in which he lived; so long as God’s will was not compromised (he would not follow their religious customs).  
4. By purchasing the land and burying Sarah there, Abraham demonstrated that he was willing to take root in the land promised to him by God.  Later, Abraham, Isaac, Rebekah, Leah, and Joseph would be buried there (Gen. 25:9, 49:29-32; 50:13).
5. Like Sarah, Abraham would eventually die, not possessing the land God had promised to him (Gen. 12:1; 13:14-17; 15:7, 18; 17:8); however, Abraham continued to trust God and live by faith in His Word (Heb. 11:8-13).
6. Abraham and Sarah will literally possess the land promised to them by God, and this will occur during Jesus’ millennial reign when the patriarchs will be resurrected (Isa. 26:19; Ezek. 37:13-14; Dan 12:1-2, 13; Mark 12:26-27).
7. Just as Abraham could trust God to literally keep His promises to him, so we too can trust Him to keep his promises to us regarding eternal life. 
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1. The resurrection of Jesus (Matt. 28:1-7; Mark 16:1-11; Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1-18; 1 Cor. 15:3-4; Rev. 1:5).

2. Unidentified Old Testament saints were resurrected after Christ’s resurrection (Matt. 27:50-53).  There is some question as to whether these people were resurrected (to live forever and translated into heaven) or resuscitated (brought back to life and died again).

3. The resurrection of the church at the Rapture (1 Cor. 15:51–53; 1 Thess. 4:14–17).

4. The two witnesses who are killed and resurrected during the tribulation (Rev. 11:8-11).

5. The Tribulation saints (Rev. 20:4-6).

6. Old Testament saints at the Second Coming after the Tribulation (Isa. 26:19; Ezek. 37:13-14; Dan 12:1-2, 13).

7. The resurrection of all unbelievers at the end of the Millennium who stand before the Great White Throne before being thrown into the Lake of Fire (Rev. 20:11-15).  Those who are part of the second resurrection partake of the second death (Rev. 20:14).
The “the first resurrection” occurs in six stages starting with Christ, and involves only believers who will live with Christ during His millennial reign and for all eternity (Rev. 20:5-6).  The final resurrection is for unbelievers only who will be thrown into the Lake of Fire, which will occur after the millennial reign of Christ.  
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