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Introduction:

1. In Genesis chapter 21, Abraham faced the difficult challenge of sending away his son Ishmael, trusting God to keep His promise that “the son of the maid I will make a nation also, because he is your descendant” (Gen. 21:12-13).  However, in Genesis chapter 22, Abraham faced the greatest test of his life, in that after waiting twenty five years for Isaac, the promised son, he would be commanded to sacrifice him.  Obedience would reveal that Abraham feared God.  
2. From the first verse we learn that God was testing Abraham, and that Isaac was not in any real danger, though Abraham did not know this.  
3. Abraham faced a real conflict between his understanding of the promised son, and the command to sacrifice him to God.  On one hand, God promised Abraham a son and declared that “through Isaac your descendants shall be named” (Gen. 21:12); and on the other hand, He commanded him saying “take now your son…and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell you” (Gen. 22:2).
Genesis 22:1-19 Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham [Heb. nasah – to test for quality; cf. Ex. 15:22-26], and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.”  2 And He said, “Take now your son, your only son [special son of promise], whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah; and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell you [Later, Solomon would build the first Jewish Temple on this site; 2 Chron. 3:1].”  3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him and Isaac his son [perhaps now in his twenties or thirties]; and he split wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him [instant obedience on Abraham’s part].  4 On the third day Abraham raised his eyes and saw the place from a distance [a trip of nearly fifty miles].  5 And Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey, and I and the lad will go yonder; and we will worship and return to you [Though going to sacrifice his son, Abraham knew Isaac was the promised son, and believed God would restore him to life if killed; cf. Heb. 11:17-19].”  6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son, and he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together.  7 And Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” And he said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering [taking the animal along was customary, and Isaac knew something was out of place]?”  8 And Abraham said, “God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” So the two of them walked on together.  9 Then they came to the place of which God had told him; and Abraham built the altar there, and arranged the wood, and bound his son Isaac [who appears compliant with his father], and laid him on the altar on top of the wood.  10 And Abraham stretched out his hand, and took the knife to slay his son [no uncertainty, no looking around, no prayers to heaven…only obedience to the Lord].  11 But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.”  12 And he said, “Do not stretch out your hand against the lad, and do nothing to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.”  13 Then Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him a ram caught in the thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the place of his son [substitutionary sacrifice].  14 And Abraham called the name of that place The LORD Will Provide [Heb. Yahweh Yireh – “The Lord sees”], as it is said to this day [in Moses’ day], “In the mount of the LORD it will be provided.”  15 Then the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16 and said, “By Myself I have sworn [reaffirmation of the unilateral covenant], declares the LORD, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens, and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies.  18 “And in your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed [Paul saw a reference to Christ in the singular use of the phrase “your seed”; Gal. 3:13-16], because you have obeyed My voice.”  19 So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham lived at Beersheba.  

In understanding this sacrifice it is important to remember that God asked him to sacrifice something that he was sure was the will of God for him to have. The principle of sacrifice is thereby revealed here, for God does not ask worshipers to give him that which they do not treasure or that which they no longer care for or need. Rather, God requires that his worshipers offer him the best that they have, even their firstborn. In the law God demanded that the firstborn be given to him (Exod. 22:29); also in the law God made provision for the redemption of the firstborn (Exod. 13:13; 34:20). The offering of the best animal of the firstborn (recall Gen. 4:4) signified a substitution that was being made for a life. True worship in Israel was indeed sacrificial worship, and in sacrificing the first and the best to God, the believing worshiper was demonstrating submission to the will of God.
 

Genesis 22:20-24 20 Now it came about after these things, that it was told Abraham, saying, “Behold, Milcah also has borne children to your brother Nahor:  21 Uz his first-born and Buz his brother and Kemuel the father of Aram 22 and Chesed and Hazo and Pildash and Jidlaph and Bethuel.”  23 And Bethuel became the father of Rebekah [later to be Isaac’s wife – Genesis 24]: these eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abraham’s brother.  24 And his concubine, whose name was Reumah, also bore Tebah and Gaham and Tahash and Maacah.

Summary Points:

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Abraham feared God and obeyed His command to offer up his most precious possession: Isaac, the miracle son of promise.
2. Abraham’s faith had matured to the place where he trusted God, no matter the cost.

3. God spared Abraham from offering his precious son as a sacrifice; However, God “did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all” (Rom. 8:32).  Isaac was a type of Christ, who was not spared, but died as a substitute for sinners (Rom. 5:8).
4. As Christians, God calls us to surrender all to Him, including ourselves as “a living and holy sacrifice” (Rom. 12:1).
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