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Genesis 21:1-21 Then the LORD took note [Heb. paqad – to visit, appoint] of Sarah as He had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as He had promised [Gen. 17:15-16, 19; 18:10, 14].  2 So Sarah conceived and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the appointed time of which God had spoken to him [God was in control from promise to production].  3 And Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore to him, Isaac [an act of obedience; Gen. 17:19, 21].  4 Then Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him [another act of obedience; Gen. 17:10-12].  5 Now Abraham was one hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him [Rom. 4:18-21].  6 And Sarah said, “God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me [laughing for joy rather than doubt].”  7 And she said, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.”  8 And the child grew and was weaned, and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned [probably about 3 years old].  9 Now Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian [Ishmael], whom she had borne to Abraham, mocking [intensive form of Hebrew word for laughter – to make sport, ridicule; cf. Gal. 4:28-29].  10 Therefore she said to Abraham, “Drive out this maid and her son, for the son of this maid shall not be an heir with my son Isaac [Ishmael would be approximately 17 years of age].”  11 And the matter distressed Abraham greatly because of his son [whom he loved very much].  12 But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the lad and your maid; whatever Sarah tells you, listen to her, for through Isaac your descendants shall be named [God sovereignly decrees the line of blessing].  13 “And of the son of the maid I will make a nation also, because he is your descendant [blessing by association].”  14 So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and gave them to Hagar, putting them on her shoulder, and gave her the boy, and sent her away. And she departed, and wandered about in the wilderness of Beersheba [possible lost].  15 And the water in the skin was used up, and she left the boy under one of the bushes.  16 Then she went and sat down opposite him, about a bowshot away, for she said, “Do not let me see the boy die.” And she sat opposite him, and lifted up her voice and wept.  17 And God heard the lad crying; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and said to her, “What is the matter with you, Hagar? Do not fear, for God has heard the voice of the lad where he is [great mercy].  18 “Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him by the hand; for I will make a great nation of him [great blessing].”  19 Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water [God caused her to see His provision]; and she went and filled the skin with water, and gave the lad a drink.  20 And God was with the lad, and he grew; and he lived in the wilderness, and became an archer.  21 And he lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother took a wife for him from the land of Egypt [from her homeland].  
Genesis 21:22-34 22 Now it came about at that time, that Abimelech and Phicol, the commander of his army, spoke to Abraham, saying, “God is with you in all that you do;  23 now therefore, swear to me here by God that you will not deal falsely with me, or with my offspring, or with my posterity; but according to the kindness that I have shown to you, you shall show to me, and to the land in which you have sojourned [Abimelech here seeks a covenant with Abraham].”  24 And Abraham said, “I swear it.”  25 But Abraham complained to Abimelech because of the well of water which the servants of Abimelech had seized.  26 And Abimelech said, “I do not know who has done this thing; neither did you tell me, nor did I hear of it until today.”  27 And Abraham took sheep and oxen, and gave them to Abimelech; and the two of them made a covenant [walking between the cut animal carcasses].  28 Then Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock by themselves.  29 And Abimelech said to Abraham, “What do these seven ewe lambs mean, which you have set by themselves?”  30 And he said, “You shall take these seven ewe lambs from my hand in order that it may be a witness to me, that I dug this well [Abraham offers payment as a public sign that the well belonged to him].”  31 Therefore he called that place Beersheba [Heb. “well of seven”]; because there the two of them took an oath.  32 So they made a covenant at Beersheba; and Abimelech and Phicol, the commander of his army, arose and returned to the land of the Philistines.  33 And Abraham planted a tamarisk tree at Beersheba, and there he called on the name of the LORD, the Everlasting God.  34 And Abraham sojourned in the land of the Philistines for many days.
Summary of Genesis chapter 21:

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that God is faithful to Abraham and Sarah, providing a son as He had promised twenty five years earlier (Gen. 12:1-3; 15:5; 17:15-16, 19; 18:10, 14; 21:1-3).
2. Sarah perceives Ishmael’s mocking as a threat to Isaac, and asks Abraham to send both him and Hagar away.  Abraham is distressed over the request—certainly because of his love for his son—yet God directs Abraham to listen to Sarah, and Abraham obeys the Lord (Gen. 21:9-14).
3. Ishmael is not the chosen son of promise according to Scripture, yet he is still Abraham’s son, and the Lord blessed Ishmael and made him a great nation (Gen. 21:12; cf. Gen 17:19-21).
4. Abimelech—a Gentile king—recognized God’s hand of blessing on Abraham and sought to enter into a covenant relationship with him in order to secure peace with him (Gen. 21:22-34); and also—as his new neighbor—he did not want Abraham to “deal falsely” with him again (Gen. 21:23).
5. The Lord developed the character of Abraham during the twenty-five year span between the promise and provision of a son.  The process of developing Abraham’s character over time was important in producing a mature faith.  Or, stated another way: The production of Abraham’s mature faith only came through the process of circumstantial testing over time.
