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Genesis 20:1-16 Now Abraham moved on from there into the region of the Negev and lived between Kadesh and Shur. For a while he stayed in Gerar, 2 and there Abraham said of his wife Sarah [to those living in Gerar], “She is my sister [same practice as before, Gen. 12:10-20].” Then Abimelech [Heb. my father is king – most likely a title rather than a name; cf. 26:1; Judg. 8:31; 2 Sam. 11:21; Ps.34] king of Gerar sent for Sarah and took her [perhaps as a political marriage to keep peace between Abraham and Abimelech].  3 But God came to Abimelech in a dream one night and said to him, “You are as good as dead because of the woman you have taken; she is a married woman [God is protecting Sarah].”  4 Now Abimelech had not gone near her, so he said, “Lord, will you destroy an innocent nation [perhaps thinking about the recent destruction of Sodom, Gen. 19]?  5 Did he not say to me, ‘She is my sister,’ and didn’t she also say, ‘He is my brother’ [both acted together in their deception]? I have done this with a clear conscience and clean hands.”  6 Then God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I know you did this with a clear conscience, and so I have kept you from sinning against me. That is why I did not let you touch her.  7 Now return the man’s wife, for he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you will live [God promises to spare Abimelech once Abraham prays for him]. But if you do not return her, you may be sure that you and all yours will die [I suspect Abimelech did not sleep the rest of the night].”  8 Early the next morning Abimelech summoned all his officials, and when he told them all that had happened, they were very much afraid [unlike Sodom, there appears to be a healthy fear of the Lord].  9 Then Abimelech called Abraham in and said, “What have you done to us? How have I wronged you that you have brought such great guilt upon me and my kingdom? You have done things to me that should not be done [declares his innocence before Abraham].”  10 And Abimelech asked Abraham, “What was your reason for doing this?”  11 Abraham replied, “I said to myself, ‘There is surely no fear of God in this place, and they will kill me because of my wife [perhaps the destruction of Sodom was fresh in his mind, and he thought the people of Gerar were wicked like the Sodomites].’  12 Besides, she really is my sister, the daughter of my father though not of my mother; and she became my wife.  13 And when God had me wander from my father’s household, I said to her, ‘this is how you can show your love to me: Everywhere we go, say of me, “He is my brother [the perpetuation of deception to protect his life].” ‘“14 Then Abimelech brought sheep and cattle and male and female slaves and gave them to Abraham, and he returned Sarah his wife to him.  15 And Abimelech said, “My land is before you; live wherever you like.”  16 To Sarah he said, “I am giving your brother a thousand shekels of silver. This is to cover the offense against you before all who are with you; you are completely vindicated.”
These verses confirm that Abimelech had integrity. He restored the woman in good conscience to her husband and made reparation payments to ensure release from the threat of death. Those who have integrity are eager to prove it by their actions. Such passages would prove instructive for Israel when they were confronted with the requirements of entrance into the sanctuary, requirements that called for full reparation as demonstration of their purity.
   
Genesis 20:17-18 17 Then Abraham prayed to God [intercessory prayer], and God healed Abimelech, his wife and his slave girls so they could have children again, 18 for the LORD had closed up every womb in Abimelech’s household because of Abraham’s wife Sarah [God sovereignly controls human life, and the wombs that carry it; cf. Gen. 11:30; 29:31; 30:1-2; 22-24; 1 Sam. 1:1-6; 19-20]. 
Summary of Genesis chapter 20:

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that God providentially intervened to preserve Abraham and Sarah’s marriage in spite of their deceptive practices.
2. The promise of a son is jeopardized for the sake of Abraham’s personal protection as he resorts to deception out of fear.  Once again God intervenes and protects Sarah in order to protect His promise.

3. It appears—though it cannot be stated with absolute certainty—that Abimelech is a believer.  This might explain why God spoke with Abimelech and intervened to preserve his life and the wellbeing of his household. 

4. Abraham committed sin out of fear, which led Abimelech to come near to sinning out of ignorance.  The Lord intervened and protected both men: Abraham from jeopardizing the promised son, and Abimelech from acting contrary to his integrity and sinning against God.  
5. Abimelech gave a speech of defense to God, proclaiming his innocence and integrity before the Judge of the world.  Abraham gave a speech of defense to Abimelech, admitting it was his fear of being harmed that influenced him to act deceptively and endanger Abimelech’s house.  
6. Abimelech’s actions to take Sarah as his wife—though done in ignorance—constituted a curse against Abraham which directly threatened the life of Isaac, the divinely promised son.  Even though Abraham was not living righteously before God by faith, God nonetheless remained faithful to the covenant to fulfill His promise to “bless those who bless you, and curse those who curse you” (Gen. 12:3; cf. 2 Tim. 2:13).  Abraham’s disobedience did not nullify the unconditional aspects of the covenant (Land, Seed, and Blessing/Cursing).
7. Once Sarah was returned, Abraham prayed for Abimelech, and God restored to normal the house of Abimelech so that his “his wife and his slave girls…could have children again.”  
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