Genesis Chapter 17 
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Genesis 17:1-8 Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old [24 years after the promise of a son in Genesis 12:1-4], the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him [5th of 7 recorded appearances], “I am God Almighty [El Shaddai, a name that emphasizes God’s ability to do what He promises; cf. Rom. 4:16-21]; Walk before Me [as a faithful servant], and be blameless [have integrity].  2 “And I will [x15] establish My covenant [x13] between Me and you, and I will multiply you exceedingly.”  3 And Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying, 4 “As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations.  5 “No longer shall your name be called Abram [Heb. exalted father], but your name shall be Abraham [Heb. father of a multitude]; for I will make you the father of a multitude of nations.  6 “And I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come forth from you.  7 “And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants after you.  8 “And I will give to you and to your descendants after you, the land of your sojourning [cf. Gen. 13:17], all the land of Canaan [Gen. 15:18], for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.”   
This is not conditional: God does not say that if Abraham fails to do this, then God will not fulfill what He said in verses 1-8.  God will fulfill verses 1-8 regardless of Abraham’s response.  Nevertheless, in light of God’s blessings for Abraham, He expects Abraham to fulfill certain conditions…God will do what He said He will do no matter what; in response, Abraham should do something.  It is the same principle in salvation.  Salvation is by grace through faith, not based on works.  Once saved, believers retain salvation unconditionally; but in response to God’s love for them, believers are expected to keep His commandments.

Genesis 17:9-14 9 God said further to Abraham, “Now as for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your descendants after you throughout their generations [through Isaac, not Ishmael].  10 “This is My covenant, which you shall keep, between Me and you and your descendants after you: every male among you shall be circumcised [emphasizing God’s promised blessing of a son].  11 “And you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be the sign of the covenant between Me and you.  12 “And every male among you who is eight days old shall be circumcised throughout your generations, a servant who is born in the house or who is bought with money from any foreigner, who is not of your descendants.  13 “A servant who is born in your house or who is bought with your money shall surely be circumcised; thus shall My covenant be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant.  14 “But an uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant [be cut in the flesh, or be cut-off from the people and blessing].”
With this symbol God instructed his people regarding the joining of faith with the act of reproduction. The sign was sexual—the promise was for a seed. The covenanters would be reminded (1) that human nature alone was unable to generate the promised seed if God was not willing to grant such fruitfulness, and (2) that impurity must be laid aside, especially in marriage. The sign formed a constant reminder for the people to preserve the purity of marriage in order to produce a godly seed (see Mal. 2:10–17).
 

Genesis 17:15-27 15 Then God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai [Heb. my princess], but Sarah [Heb. royal princess] shall be her name.  16 “And I will bless her, and indeed I will give you a son by her. Then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”  17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, “Will a child be born to a man one hundred years old? And will Sarah [Abraham refers to his wife by her new name], who is ninety years old, bear a child [Abraham realized that what God promised was humanly impossible]?”  18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live before Thee [the simple human solution]!”  19 But God said, “No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son [this is new revelation to Abraham], and you shall call his name Isaac [Heb. he laughs]; and I will establish My covenant with him [Isaac, not Ishmael] for an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him [Israel].  20“And as for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I will bless him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly. He shall become the father of twelve princes, and I will make him a great nation.  21 “But My covenant I will establish with Isaac [cf. Gen. 26:1-6], whom Sarah will bear to you at this season next year [one year later, allowing for healing from circumcision; also Genesis chapters 18-20 occur over a three month period before Sarah’s impregnation].”  22 And when He finished talking with him, God went up from Abraham [ending the theophany].  23 Then Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all the servants who were born in his house [homeborn slaves] and all who were bought with his money [purchased slaves], every male among the men of Abraham’s household [wives & daughters were identified with their husbands and fathers, and thus excluded from the rite], and circumcised the flesh of their foreskin in the very same day, as God had said to him [immediate obedience].  24 Now Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.  25 And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.  26 In the very same day Abraham was circumcised, and Ishmael his son.  27 And all the men of his household, who were born in the house or bought with money from a foreigner, were circumcised with him.   
Summary of Genesis chapter 17:

1. Genesis 17 reminds us that what is recorded in Genesis 12-25 is not a biography of the life of Abraham, but a theological history of God’s sovereign workings in the life of a man through whom He chose to bless the world.  Some of the chapters have large time gaps between them, because God wants us to pay attention to Him, and His working in the life of Abraham.  
2. Genesis 17 emphasizes God’s covenant with Abraham, which promised a son through Sarah.  Isaac would be the son of promise, and the one through whom God would bless the world with the Messiah.  
3. God displayed His sovereign authority over Abram and Sarai by giving them new names, as well as a name for their future child, Isaac.
4. Just as the new names would have continually reminded Abraham and Sarah of the covenant promises, so would the sign of circumcision.  
5. Abraham’s obedience to the Lord anticipated God’s promise of a future son and blessing.  Likewise, believers live in obedience to the Lord in anticipation of our future reward.  
6. New names also represented a new beginning or direction in the one newly named (Abram to Abraham, Sarai to Sarah, Jacob to Israel, Simon to Peter).
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