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Genesis 14:1-24 And it came about in the days of Amraphel king of Shinar [Babylon], Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of Goiim [four kings], 2 that they made war with Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar [as it was called in Moses’ day]) [five kings].  3 All these came as allies to the valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt Sea).  4 Twelve years they [five kings] had served Chedorlaomer [and the other four kings], but the thirteenth year they [five kings] rebelled.  5 And in the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the [four other] kings that were with him, came and defeated the Rephaim in Ashteroth-karnaim and the Zuzim in Ham and the Emim in Shaveh-kiriathaim,  6 and the Horites in their Mount Seir, as far as El-paran, which is by the wilderness.  7 Then they turned back and came to En-mishpat (that is, Kadesh), and conquered all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites, who lived in Hazazon-tamar.  8 And the king of Sodom and the king of Gomorrah and the king of Admah and the king of Zeboiim and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) came out; and they arrayed for battle against them in the valley of Siddim, 9 against Chedorlaomer king of Elam and Tidal king of Goiim and Amraphel king of Shinar and Arioch king of Ellasar-- four kings against five.  10 Now the valley of Siddim was full of tar pits [asphalt material used in constructing buildings]; and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and they fell into them. But those who survived fled to the hill country.  11 Then they [the four kings] took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah and all their food supply, and departed.  12 And they also took Lot, Abram’s nephew, and his possessions and departed [the same possessions that caused him problems with Abram], for he was living in Sodom [unforeseen consequence of living by sight rather than faith].  13 Then [by divine providence] a fugitive came and told Abram the Hebrew [first mention of the word Hebrew in the Bible]. Now he was living by the oaks of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and brother of Aner, and these were allies with Abram [friends that Abram would call on to help him recover Lot and his possessions].  14 And when Abram heard that his relative had been taken captive, he led out his trained men [chanik – hapaxlegomenon – skilled soldiers], born in his house, three hundred and eighteen, and went in pursuit as far as Dan [Abram the warrior].  15 And he divided his forces against them by night, he and his servants, and defeated them, and pursued them as far as Hobah, which is north of Damascus [the Lord gave Abram victory; Gen. 14:20].  16 And he brought back all the goods, and also brought back his relative Lot with his possessions, and also the women, and the people [the people who had been living in Sodom, who would later be destroyed for their wickedness].  17 Then after his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the [wicked] king of Sodom went out to meet him at the valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley).  18 And Melchizedek [king of righteousness] king of Salem [king of peace] brought out bread and wine [refreshing food]; now he was a priest of God Most High [Heb. El Elyon].  19 And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth [God owns everything]; 20 And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand” [God blessed Abram with military victory; cf. Ps. 144:1]. And he gave him a tenth of all [it’s possible Abram knew Melchizedek before this event; that they were friends].  21 And the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give the people to me and take the goods for yourself.” [unlike Melchizedek who came to give something, the king of Sodom came to get something] 22 And Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have sworn to the LORD God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth, 23 that I will not take a thread or a sandal thong or anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made Abram rich.’ [To Abram, the promises of God were more desirable than the immediate profits from a wicked king] 24 “I will take nothing except what the young men have eaten [those belonging to Abram’s household], and the share of the men who went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre [Abram’s friends]; let them take their share.”  [Abram could not speak for his three friends—perhaps converts—who went with him into battle]
Summary of Genesis Chapter 14:

1. The chapter is broken into three sections:

a. Verses 1-12 provide an account of four kings from the east who wage war against five vassal kings who rebelled against them.  Because of the capture of Lot—Abram’s carnal relative—Abram was drawn into a battle he might otherwise have avoided.
b. Verses 13-16 provide a narrative of Abram’s military victory over the kings from the east, and the reclaiming of his nephew Lot as well as his possessions.  Abram was a peacemaker in the previous chapter, but here he is a man of war.  
c. Verses 17-24 reveals Abram encountering two kings: one who is righteous, and the other who is wicked.  The righteous king came to give, and the wicked king came to get. 
2. Abram won two victories in one day: 

a. He won a military victory over those who captured his nephew Lot.  In his victory, Abram used all his resources (the trained men in his house), called on friends with whom he had entered into a covenant (the Amorites), and employed tactical skill in his military efforts to win the battle (attacked on two fronts under the cover of darkness).  
a. He won a spiritual victory by continuing in God’s promises rather than accepting the financial reward of a wicked king.  For Abram, the promises of God were of greater value than the treasures of the world.
3. Abram was greeted by Melchizedek—a spiritual brother—who blessed him with refreshments and a prophetic word that it was God who gave him his victory (Gen. 14:18-20).  
What this account shows is that there were other believers in existence besides the House of Abram, since there was a priest, not of a pagan deity like the rest of the Land of Canaan, but he was a priest of God Most High…Melchizedek recognized Abram to be a fellow believer; he recognized Abram’s God, and that Abram was God’s servant.

This figure Melchizedek naturally commands a good deal of attention, especially in view of the interpretation the New Testament offers on the basis of his nature and activity. Abram recognized this king-priest as a spiritual brother, one who believed in the true High God who created the universe. This incident shows how limited our thinking often is. While our attention is focused on Abram as the one who carried the spiritual hope of the world, there emerged out of an obscure Canaanite valley a man nearer to God than Abram was, and he blessed Abram.
 

Conclusion:

Abram found himself in a war because of his relationship with Lot, who chose to live by sight rather than by faith.  God was with Abram and gave him victory over Lot’s captors (Gen. 14:20), even rescuing the wicked people of Sodom who would later be destroyed (Gen. 13:13; 19:1-29).  Abram passed a spiritual test shortly after his military victory, choosing to live by faith in God’s promises rather than accept a tainted gift from a worldly king.  Finally, the meeting with Melchizedek revealed there were gentile believers living in the land who spiritually served the true God, and Abram was glad to bless Melchizedek with a gift.
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