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Genesis 13:5-18 Now Lot, who went with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents [tents = slaves and wealth]. And the land could not sustain them while dwelling together; for their possessions were so great that they were not able to remain together [Abram and Lot’s flocks acquired from Egypt caused problems].  7 And there was strife [meribah = complaining; cf. Ex. 17:1-7] between the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. Now the Canaanite and the Perizzite were dwelling then in the land [Moses explaining the situation to his wilderness-audience].  8 Then Abram said to Lot, “Please let there be no strife between you and me, nor between my herdsmen and your herdsmen, for we are brothers [Abram sought to settle his problem peaceably; 1 Cor. 6:7].  9 “Is not the whole land before you? Please separate from me: if to the left, then I will go to the right; or if to the right, then I will go to the left.” [Abram sought a peaceful resolution between himself and Lot] 10 And Lot lifted up his eyes and saw all the valley of the Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere -- this was before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah [again, Moses is speaking to his wilderness-audience]-- like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt as you go to Zoar [Moses explaining to his wilderness-audience].  11 So Lot chose for himself all the valley of the Jordan [to his natural eyes it looked best]; and Lot journeyed eastward. Thus they separated from each other.  12 Abram settled in the land of Canaan [by faith stayed in the Promised Land], while Lot settled in the cities of the valley, and moved his tents as far as Sodom [abandoned faith and followed reason].  13 Now the men of Sodom were wicked exceedingly [excluded God from their lives; cf. Ps. 10:4; 14:1] and sinners against the LORD.  14 And the LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, “Now lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward;  15 for all the land which you see, I will give it to you and to your descendants forever [reiteration of land promise].  16 “And I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if anyone can number the dust of the earth [earthly seed; cf. spiritual seed Gen. 15:5; Gal. 3:6-9], then your descendants can also be numbered [reiteration of seed promise].  17 “Arise, walk about the land through its length and breadth; for I will give it to you [unilateral/unconditional promise].”  18 Then Abram moved his tent and came and dwelt by the oaks of Mamre [Gen. 14:13], which are in Hebron, and there he built an altar to the LORD [public display of worship]. 

Here, then, is the picture of faith functioning in a conflict. The situation was right for strife and conflict and, at other times, would have naturally turned into such. But Abram’s faith showed that there was a better way of solving a potential conflict, the way of self-renunciation. In the biblical revelation Abram was far ahead of his time. This idea came to its full form only with the promise of a king of peace, when wars and conflicts had run their futile course. The solution is a choice made in the midst of difficulty. It is a story about choices. Lot, walking by sight, chose on the basis of what appealed to him. His choice was selfish, self-seeking, and self-gratifying. As the text indicates, such a choice was dangerous and short-lived, for all was not as it appeared on the surface. Walking by sight provides no cautious perception of the evil and no awareness of God’s plan. Abram, on the other hand, was walking by faith—as the final instruction and promise for him in verses 14–17 affirms—and he generously allowed Lot to choose first. He was unselfish and magnanimous because he trusted the promises of God. He had learned that it was not by his own plan or power that he would come into his possession, not by jealously guarding what he thought was his. God would give it to him, even if he gave it away a hundred times. Abram, therefore, had the freedom to act generously, righteously, and mercifully in his resolving the dispute. Those who believe the promise of God’s provision may be generous with their possessions. But those who are greedy, anxious, or covetous have not understood the nature of God’s covenant.
 
Summary of Chapter 13:
1. This section of Scripture (vss. 5-7) opens with an account of a conflict between Abram’s herdsman and Lot’s herdsman.  Apparently their great wealth brought unintended and unforeseen problems into their lives.  

2. Though Abram had the promise of God that the whole land was his by divine right, yet he graciously offered to Lot a section of it in order to resolve a family conflict (vss. 8-9).
3. Lot—unlike Abram—lived not by faith, but by what his human eyes saw before him.  The text tells us that Lot “lifted up his eyes” and “saw” and “chose for himself” what appeared best to him (vss. 10-13).  

a. The language here emphasizes that Lot was living by what his natural eyes observed, whereas Abram would live by what God had promised.

b. Lot moved his tents and herds “as far as Sodom” and would later reap the consequences of decision.  
c. Moses tells his audience that “the men of Sodom were exceedingly wicked and sinners before the LORD.”  This would anticipate the next chapter and the conflicts within it.
4. God spoke to Abram after Lot had departed and confirmed His promises of land and seed (14-17).  God said to Abram “now lift up your eyes” and “look” for “all the land which you see, I will give it to you and to your descendants forever” (vs. 15-16).
a. Abram chose to live by what God had promised, whereas Lot chose to live by what he saw.  It is better by far that a believer should live according to what God provides and not act according to what he sees, even though it may appear attractive on the surface.
b. The promise of God was more real than the land upon which Abram walked.  

5. Abram “built an altar to the LORD” as an expression of faith and worship to Him who gave the promise (vs. 18).
Biblical Principles of Faith:
1. Faith demands an object (Acts 16:31).

2. Faith is exercised with a view to receiving a benefit (John 3:16).

3. The object of faith gets the credit (Rom 4:20 “glory to God”). 

4. Faith understands the Word of God (Rom. 10:17).

5. Faith believes the Word of God (Heb. 4:2).

6. Faith applies the Word of God (Rom. 14:23; James 1:22).
Biblical Facts about Faith:
1. Claims promises (Rom. 8:28; 1 Cor. 10:13).

2. Is tested (1 Pet. 1:7).

3. Obeys God’s commands (i.e. to love, forgive, grow, etc...) (I Pet. 5:6, 7).

4. Overcomes fear (Deut. 31:6-8; Is. 41:10-13).

5. Is part of the fruit of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23).

6. Is the only thing that pleases God (Heb. 11:6).

7. Is the normal Christian function (Rom. 1:17).

8. Produces a relaxed mental attitude (Is. 26:3; Phil. 4:11).
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