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Genesis 12:4-20 4 So Abram went forth [in faith/obedience – Heb. 11:8-10] as the LORD had spoken to him; and Lot went with him [disobedience]. Now Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran [Acts 7:2-4].  5 And Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his nephew, and all their possessions which they had accumulated, and the persons which they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan; thus they came to the land of Canaan.  6 And Abram passed through the land as far as the site of Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. Now the Canaanite was then in the land [as they were at the time Moses wrote these words to Israelites in the wilderness].  7 And the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your descendants [Israelites] I will give this land.” So he built an altar there [an act of worship/sacrifice] to the LORD who had appeared to him.  8 Then he proceeded from there to the mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD [an act of worship].  9 And Abram journeyed on, continuing toward the Negev.  10 Now there was a famine in the land [caused by God to test Abram’s faith; cf. Gen. 41:25-28; 2 Ki. 8:1; Jer. 24:10]; so Abram went down to Egypt [first mention of Egypt in Scripture] to sojourn there [a reasonable act, but not commanded by God], for the famine was severe in the land [test = would Abram trust God to provide, or would he seek a human solution? Isa. 31:1].  11 And it came about when he came near to Egypt, that he said to Sarai his wife, “See now, I know that you are a beautiful woman; 12 and it will come about when the Egyptians see you, that they will say, ‘This is his wife’; and they will kill me, but they will let you live [states his fear].  13 “Please say that you are my sister [Gen. 20:1-13; 26:1-11] so that it may go well with me because of you [deceptive practices based on fear], and that I may live on account of you.”  [Sin never accomplishes God’s will] 14 And it came about when Abram came into Egypt, the Egyptians saw that the woman was very beautiful.  15 And Pharaoh’s officials saw her and praised her to Pharaoh; and the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s house.  16 Therefore he treated Abram well for her sake; and gave him sheep and oxen and donkeys [which became a source of quarrels later with his nephew Lot] and male and female servants [perhaps Hagar was in this group] and female donkeys and camels.  17 But the LORD struck Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram’s wife [It’s possible everyone in Pharaoh’s house was stricken with disease except Sarai].  18 Then Pharaoh called Abram and said, “What is this you have done to me? Why did you not tell me that she was your wife? [Abram, a believer, is severely rebuked by Pharaoh, and unbeliever] 19 “Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her for my wife? Now then, here is your wife, take her and go.” [God commanded Abram to leave his country and he obeyed and was honored.  Now Pharaoh commands Abram to leave Egypt, and he’s escorted out with dishonor] 20 And Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him; and they escorted him away, with his wife and all that belonged to him. [The possessions that would later cause him problems] 
Genesis 13:1-4 So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, he and his wife and all that belonged to him; and Lot with him.  2 Now Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver and in gold.  3 And he went on his journeys from the Negev as far as Bethel, to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, 4 to the place of the altar, which he had made there formerly; and there Abram called on the name of the LORD. [Abram returned to the place of worship and got right with God]

Summary Points:

1. By faith, Abram understood and obeyed God’s call to leave his homeland and go to a land that was promised to him (Gen. 12:4-6; cf. Acts 7:2-4).
2. By faith, Abram received the promise that his “descendants” would inherit the Promised Land, and he openly worshiped God (Gen. 12:7-9).
3. Once in the land of Canaan, God tested Abram’s faith with a famine, and Abram failed by looking to Egypt rather than God (Gen. 12:10-20; cf. Isa. 31:1).

4. Abram was driven by fear of being physically hurt rather than by faith in God’s promises (Gen. 12:12).

5. In his failure to live by faith in God, Abram practiced deception which resulted in the wrongful accumulation of wealth (which later cause him problems), and judgment on the house of Pharaoh (Gen. 12:11-20).
6. Abram failed as the leader in his marriage by asking his wife to participate in his sin (12:11-13).

7. After being forced out of Egypt for his deception (Gen. 12:17-20), Abram when back to the land of Canaan and turned his heart back to God in worship (Gen. 13:1-4).
What we should learn:
1. Those whom the Lord calls, He also sustains.

2. The promises of God should be regarded by His children as more real than the pressures of life.  

3. Abram is a type of all believers who grow to maturity, in that his life is marked at times by great faith resulting in obedience, and other times by great fear resulting in failure.
4. Like Abram—when we fail to live by faith—we should be willing to return to the Lord who is gracious and forgiving, and pick up where we left off in our spiritual walk.  
